
FAQ (Lightning Round Q&A)

1. What is Spark? 
•	 Spark is a premium express transit experience that connects folks from Eckerd College to Grand Central 

Station along the 34th Street South corridor.  

•	 The service will improve connections to the SunRunner for students, teachers, and faculty members at 
Eckerd College, which can take folks into the heart of Downtown St. Pete or to the sunny beaches of St. 
Pete Beach.  

•	 With this service stopping in Grand Central Station, riders can connect from the southernmost part 
of Pinellas to anywhere else in the county by transferring to other routes that layover in Grand Central 
Station. 

2. When will the Spark service start? 
•	 Spark is planned to launch service on October 26th, 2025. 

3. Why is the Spark service needed? 
•	 Spark is needed to improve the existing Route 34 service and more quickly connect riders and business 

owners from Pinellas’ southernmost point up 34th Street, providing vital connections to the Skyway 
Marina District and downtown St. Petersburg, as well as to other high ridership routes through Grand 
Central Station, including the SunRunner.  

•	 The service will also provide more transit options to schools and colleges along the corridor, including 
Eckerd College, Pinellas Technical College, Gibbs High School, and St. Petersburg College. 

4. What features make the Spark a premium service? 
•	 Spark will offer 15-minute frequency from 6am–8pm and 30-minute frequency from 5am–6am and 

8pm–midnight at each of its 18 stops along 34th Street. 

•	 The route will feature dedicated shelters at each stop, uniquely branded totems and screens displaying 
real-time arrival information, and be operated with PSTA’s clean and efficient all-electric buses with dual-
door boarding. 

5. How will the Spark service improve traffic congestion? 

•	 Spark makes it possible to move more people more efficiently along busy 34th Street—an important 
factor for fast-growing Pinellas County. 

•	 Each Spark bus can take as many as 50 cars off the road. 

•	 All-electric vehicles with more efficient stops and scheduling help increase energy efficiency. 

6. How does Spark compare to the SunRunner? 
•	 The Spark and SunRunner operate in a similar fashion, however, the Spark will not have bus-and-turn 

lanes (BAT lanes) and will not have specially branded buses. 

•	 Both services operate at 15-minute to 30-minute frequencies and serve each stop along their routes.

•	 Whereas SunRunner cannot accept cash, Spark accepts both card and cash. Cash fares will only be 
accepted at the front door entrance on board Spark buses. 

•	 Unlike the SunRunner, the Spark will not have level boarding.


